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FRUMB. x5 


The Athenian Mercury: 


Cucloap, Fuly 14. 1691. 


The Queftions fent us from Three Ingenious and 
Eminent Ladies ( mention’d in our laft Mer- 
cury) are the Three following. 


Que ft. Hether it be lawful for a Young Lady to 
\A i pray for a Husband, and if lawful, is 
what Form ? 

Anfw. He muft renounce Humanity, and confefs himfelf 
a fort of an Aggreffor upon the Priviledges of Nature, that 
would not make 1t as immortal as poffible, which ts only 
honourably effedted by Marriage, whereby we furvive in 
our Children. Afifery without a Friend to bear a part is 
very afflifing, and Happinefs withour Communication is 
tedious, and (as Seneca has obferved) fometimes inclines 
us to make a voluntary Choice of Mifery for Novelty. We 
fhould be vagrant fore of Animals without Marriage, as if 
Nature were afham'’d of our Converfe ; We fhould con- 
tribure to the Deftruétion of States, condemn the Wit 
dom of the firft Infticucor, and cenfure the Edié/s of fach 
Common-wealths, who upon very good grounds have dif- 
countenanc’d and punifh’d-Calibacy. Nay, fuppofing all 
the Miferies that Marriage-haters fuggeft fhould fa!! upon 
us, "ris our own Faule, if with Socrates we don’c learn 
more by a fcolding Wife than by all the Precepts of Philofo- 
phers. Now if ic be lawful to Marry, ’tis lawtvl 
for Ladies to pray for good Husbands, if they find their In- 
clination,Concerns in the World,or other Motives (which 
they are ro be Judges of (confiftemt with the Ends of fuch 
Society. As to the Form of Prayer required, they may if 
they pleafe, ufe the following, if they are not better fur- 


nithed already. 


From a profane Libertine, from one affectedly pious,from a 
profule Almoneer, from an uncharitable Wretch, from a wa- 
veviag Religiofo, and an injudicions Zealot— Deliver me! 

From one of a (tartch’'d Gravity, or of ridiculous Levity ; 
from an ambitious Statejman, from a re[bleR Progeétor, from 
one that loves any thing befides me, but what is very just 
and honourable Deliver me ! 

From an extacy'd Post, from a modern Wit, from a bafe 
Coward and arab Fool, froma Pad and a Pauper 
Deliver me! 

From a Venus Darlinz, from 4 Bacchus Profelyte, from a 
Travelling Half, from a Domeftick Animal; from al! Maf- 
culine Plagues mot yet recounted Deliver me ! — 
But - —— — 

Give cone whofe Love has more of Fadgment than Paf- 
fion, who is Mafter of himfilf, or at lea an indefatigable 
Scholar in fuch a Study who bas an equal Flame, a parallel 
Inclination, a Temper and Soul fo like mine, that as two 
Tallies we may appear more pertect by Unton. | 

Give me one of as genteel an Education as a hittle Ex- 
penfe of time will permit, with ax indifferent Fortune, ra- 
ther independent of the fervile Fate of Palaces, and yet one 
whofe Retirement is uot fo much from the Publick as into 
himfelf : gue (if pofjidle) above Flattery and Affronts, 
cud yet as careful im preventing the Injury as aole to repair 
it : One, the Beauty ef whole Mind exceeds that of his 
Face, yet not Deformed fo as to be diflinguiable from others 
évin unto a ridicule. 

Give me one that bas learnt to live much in a litcle time, 
one that « no great Familiar in Converfe with the World,nor 
no little one with himiclf : One (if twa fuch Happine{fes 
may be granted at one time toour Sex) whe with thefe wn- 
Common Endowments ef Mind may (naturally have a weet, 
mild, eafie Difpofirioa, er at lealt One whe by bis Prattice 
and {riquent Habit bas made himfeif fo before be 4 made 
mine; but as the Mafter-perfection and chicfeft Draughr, 
Lev him be trnly Virruosts and Pious; chat ts co fay, Lec 
me be truly Happy t9 my choice. 

Queft. 2. A Lary defirss to know whin fhe fhall bave.2 
Husband ? 

Anfe. We read of awaggifh Boy, that went co the 


Depbick Oracle, with a live Sparrow ia his hand, and pro- 
Poted this Queftion; Whether the Sparrow was dead or a- 
live ? defigning, that if the Oracle had anfwered dead, to 
have (hewn it alive, or if the Oracle had anfwered alive, 
to have crufh'd it-in his hand, and produc’d it dead, but 
the Oracle anfwered, In te fitum, &c. ‘Tis in thy Power 
to produce ir either alive or dead. 1 am fenfible the La- 
dy needs not to be inftrué&ed in the Application, which 
if the defigns in the Affirmative, I would not have her to 
neglect her Form of Prayer. 

Queft. 3. Whether is it better to live fingle or to marry 2 

Arfw. This Queftion is much the fame with the for- 
mer part of the Firft Queftion, however we thall add 
Marriage is all in the Extreams, nothing moderate 
in’t ; cis either accompanyed with Hatred and Bitternefs, 
or full of SweernefS and Affection, ‘tis either a Paradice 
or a Hell, burie cis never the latter, from its own nature, 
but from the faule of the Perfons who know not how to 
ufe it as they ought : Nay we might add, That though 
generally People are by the Prejudices of Education or 
otherwife, unfit to make a proper Choice for fuch an Ex- 
dearing Society, yet they are generally fo happy in’t, that 
they would not leave it though they might be put to their 
choice ; we fhall give you a pertinent Inftance of a whole 
City at once. Zhe Emperour Conrade the Third befieged 
Guedelphus Duke of Bavaria in the City of Wensburg in 
Germany 5 the Women perceiving that the Town could net 
poffibly hold ont long,petition’d the Emperour that they might 
depart only with fo much as each of them could carry on their 
backs 3 which the Emperour condefcended to, expecting they 
would bave loaden themfelves with Silver and Gold,&c.Bat 
they came all forth with every pne her Husband upon ber 
back , whereat the Emperour was fo moved that be wept, re- 
ceived the Duke into bis Favour,gave all the Men their lives, 
and extoll'd the Women with deferved Praifes.(Camer Oper. 
Subcifio. 1. Cent. ¢ $1. p-228. I think there needs not a 
greater Inftance of fomething generally taking in Marri- 
age, beyond any other Enjoyment inthe Word: Burk 
leave the Ladies to judge, fince their own Sex were Par- 
ties concern’d herein. 


ip 4. Within thefe few days a Swarm of Bees lit xp- 
on the Crown and Scepter in Cheapfide, no Body kniws 
from whence they came: Pray what Conftruction do you make 
of it, and whether it may portend fomething to come? 
Anfw. 1 fhould be very loath co incur the Title of Sx- 
perftitious, having already conden’d it, or I could tell you 
that Bees were always efteem’d by the Ancients to be Hie- 
roglyphicks of Wealth ; and accordingly, for that Reafon, 
throughout the World at this time, retain the Epichere 
of labourious. I might alfoadd, that London, the fam'd 
Metropolis of England, has her (elf affum’d the Charaéte- 
riftical Hieroglypbick of Wealth. Viz. A Bee-hive as to 
be feen amongft the Ruines that are engrav’d round about 
the Pedeftal of the Monument. 1 am alfo inform'd, noc 
long fince , there was another Swarm of Bees that light- 
ed upon a Sign-poft in Cheapfide, within three doors of 
this ; As alfo, that upon Whitfantide laft, an Eagle ( the 
King of Birds) lighted upon the Dragon of St. Mary le 
Bow in Cheapfide, and refed ‘her (elf for half a day be- 
fore the lefe it 5 all which confidered, if there be ever 
any happy Omens, thefe mentioned feem to be very fair 
ones, to wit, Portending very aufpicious Times as te 
Wealth and Power in England, parciculariz’d by it’s Me- 
tropolitan City, which will not have che Jeaft fhare in ir. 
And ’tis to be hoped, chat this Sommers. Aion will go a 
great way towards it, his Prejent Maze/ly King Wiliam, 
being himfclf am Agent, and expofing his own Perfon in 
Foreign and {trange Councries for che Accomplifhment 
of ic, perhaps not uofitly reprefented by the Royal ftrange 
Pird, buc we leave the event of chefc things, and their Ins 
terpreration to the Griticks of the Age, who perhaps may 
make more pércinenc Comments upon “em, 
Queft. 5. From what Inftind of Nature do the papi a 
am ble 
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humble Planes, tow to ot fern at Stepoey, emit their Optra- 


; teach of "em? 
ee c Mga a fore of Sexfitive ve = 
Hirbs, which occur in Reading, of ; ow = 
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Tee I erent ohee be Sun fers, and difcovers it {elf 
in when the Sun arifes, the Flowers of the Arbor triftis, 


Eai-Indits, have the Nature of the Mary-Gold. io 
the took ¢ of Cimbubon io Boraco in Oriental, A/a, (accord- 
ing to Pigafetta, )che Leaves of a certain Tree, after they 
are fallen fometime on the Earth do vivifie walk xpox fon” 
Sharp and fart Feet; he adds, that he kept one of t 
for cight Days, which when couched wouid move, and as 
he thought, liv'd only upoa Air, In Zalbolva, a part Of 
Tartary, the Inhabicants fow aGrain like Melon-Seed, fa- 
ving that it is not quite fo long, from which iffues a’Plant 
abour five Spans high, like a Lamb, with Ears, Feet, 
Hooves, and covered with a Hairy Skin, jes Flefh is {weer, 
and like that of Crevithes, it bleeds wien wounded, and is 
much defired by the Wolves : It adheres to the Earth by 
the Navel, and lives only fo long as there’s Grafs about ir; 
the Muffsimans wear the Skin of it on thelr Breafts and 
Heads. In the French Kings Gardens, in the Fauxburg, 
there are three forts of Senfitrve Plants, which being 
rouch’d, flag, and return not to their place till warm’d 
by the Sun. Garfias ab borto, and Theopbrafixs, in his 
Fourth Book of Plants, mention fome that are in fuch 
manner Senfitive. Apoliderus mentions an Herb called 4/- 
chiomene, or Chat Herb which fhuns the Hand of any thar 
offers to touch it. The Portugals have an herb leaf'd like 
our Tamerisk, which touch’d never fo little languifbes : 
The Philofopher of Malabar, being unable to find the 
Caufe, went mad. Nicholas Conti mentions a Tree in the 
Eafi Indies , between the Cities of Bifaigar and Malepur, 
three Yards high, call'd Arbor Padica, or the Modeft 
Tree, which retrads its Branches when any Man or Beaft 
approaches it: Some Philofophers upon thefe Inflances, 
which are more of lefs Senfible, conclude, that all Plafits 
whatever, are fenfible in fome Degree, though not percepti- 
ble to our Senfes,and that Vegetation and Sence ave the 0- 
perations, but of one Soul. have the Diftinétion of 
Sexes, as appears in the Cyprefs, Hemp, Palm, ec. which 
bear not Fruit, unlefs planted near the Aale, they feem 
to refplre, (as’tis reafonably fuppos’d ) encreafing beft 
in the open Air, and bythe Root, which fs their Mouth, 
they feem to tafte, difcerning the Difference in Soils, 

better or worfe, according as they like their Feed- 
ng. There isthe fame Uniformity betwixt Animals and 
Plants, in that both die, have their Natrition, Augmen- 
tation, and Generation : if Animals be Salatious in their 
ty ae Seafons, Plants have thelr times for being in Sap. 
n aword, they feem only to want Local Motion, which 
fome have, as im Scotland, where according to Anthony 
Pigafet, there js a Tree leav'd like our Me/bery, the leaves 
whereof have two /ittle feet, and will run away when 
towcl’'d 5 bur if after it cannot be granted, that the Rea- 
fon of this Senfation it not naturally from an internal, but 
fome external Caufe, then the Reafon of fuch fading, mo- 
ving, &c. may be from an Aatipathy betwixt chem and 
Mankind,as an Eagles Feathers deftroy the Doves,and the 
firings made of Sheeps Gutts break and (poil when pur a- 
mongft the firingschat are made of a Wolfs Gutrs 5 or if 
this Reafon may be defeétive, we add, that poffible, that 
thefe Senfible Plants are of a more pure and fubtil Contex- 
tare; and therefore more eafily afteéted with the Motion, 
Heat, Cold, ec. of any thing coming near them. 

Queft. 6. What's the meaning of the Word Culprit ? 

Anfw. ‘Tis a Term in Law, appropriated to Criminals, 
perhaps a Compound of Culpa paratus, or one made rea- 
dy by his Crime for Trial or Punifhment. 

Queft. 7. It fe bappentd, that a Man baving a Wife feve- 
ral Tears, bat as I remember no Children by ber 5 at laf he 
tell in Love with bis Maid,bting fomewhat Hand{eme, whom 
beimpertun’d and befet very bard to fulfil bis defires, which 
at (aft (he feemingly confented to, by appointing both the Time 
and Place, which was 4 dareCellar. In the mean time 
the bone® Maid acquaiats ber MiftreS with the whole defign, 
who could not but commend ber Honefly, Wit, and Juftice, 
and bid ber about the prefix'd time to be out of the way, and 
jat would fapply ber room in the dark; and according|y did, 
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the Impoft 


Bead preci not bis Miftake, bat being mort vigorous thax 


gre with that tuening, that ber Haf- 


ordinarily, by the ftrength af Fancy be got bis Wife with 
Child of two Boys at the fame time : Pray refolue me, wie- 
ther the Children were Baftards or not ? . 

Anfw. The Man certainly commicted Adultery with bis 
own wift, all the Circumftances and Qualifications that 
make up an Adulterous AG being joyned together on his 
part. But becaufe a Man cannot beget a man without a 
Woman, ir follows that the Children were partly his, and 
partly bis honeft Wifes : And therefore, fo far as the Man 
was (o concern’d in their Generation, fo far only they were 
Baftards, whelly as to bis intentionality,and partly as to his 
Potentiality of an A&. 

. 8. What isthe Reafon that the Ffenchman is fo 
much incens’d with the Lye? ea 

Anfw. They fuppofe themfelves to be the moft civiliz'd 
Nation in the World, as may be feen by their Writings ; 
but I wonder not that ‘tis an affront to them, or any body 
elfe, that has the leaft Senfe of Honour and Reputation. 
This Vice defiroys the ends of Society and Converjt, which 
are founded upon Speech, the minds Interpreter ; but if 
there be no Affurance of this,chegp Humane Society is de- 
firoy’d : Wherefore, to be thought or call’d a yer, is the 
worft Charaéter and Term that can be fixed upon a Rati- 
onal Being ; therefore no wonder at all that any one bears 
the Affront fo refentingly. 

Queft 9. Whether is there any fach thing as the Salaman- 
der, and will it, as vulgarly reporte?, live tn the Fire ? 

Anfw. Obferve moft of thefe Vulgar Reports and Tra- 
ditions, and you'l find fome grounds or other, which gave 
Occafion for them, though they generally make more on’t 
than there really is : So here - there is fomethi 
of Truth tn the Salamander’s living in the Fire, thoug 
perhaps not by half fo much as is generally reported. 
Take the moft Authentick Account we can give you there. 
of from the Tranfaétions of the Royal Society, Vol. 1. 
p- 377. Where they tell us, that one Signior Corvino, an 
Italian, brought one of thofe Creatures from the Indies, 
and made an Experiment Publickly upon ic at Rome, ca- 
ftirg ic upon hot burning Coals, at which it immediately 
fwell'd and Vomitted a black Subftance on the neareft 
Coals, which put them out ; When new ones were putin 
their rooms, he repeated the fame Experiment, and fa- 
ved himfelf thereby from the Force of the Fire by the 
{pace of two hours: Bur when new coals apply’d the third 
sr the Poor Creatures ftock was fpent, his Engine 
would play no longer, and he ev’n fairly gave up the 
Ghoft, and was burnt ro Death. 

Queft. 10. Is there any fuch Creature as the Bafilisk,and 
whether is it true that it Rills with its Look, where it fetes 
firkt, and dies if a Man first fees it ? 

Anfw. There’s no great heed to be given to what Old 
Authors tell us on this particular, though here,as tis before 
faid, we verily believe that Truth and Falfhood are ming- 
led together. There are Serpents, as Naturalifts inform 
us, which generally go ere, and have fomething like a 
Crown upon their Heads. There are alfo to this day fome 
Serpents of fo fubtil a Poyfon, that rhey kill with their ve- 
ry Breaths, as we receive it from good Hands inthe mo- 
dern Defcriptions of A:thiopia and other parts of Affrick. 
-Now fuppofing any fuch Serpents, as we (ee no 
Reafon to doubt the Authoriry of the Relaters, irs certain 
that if they firft difcover a Man, when near enough to 
breathe on him, he’s dead--—— if the Man firft fees the 
Serpent, undoubredly hee’l do his beft to kill him, if he 
can’c efcape him and this is the furtheft Probality 
we can reach to in chis matter. 


Adbvertifements. 


KE HE Supplement to the firfl Volume of the Athenian Ga- 

- <¢ftsnow publifhed —Price 4.5. Sold atthe Re 
ven in the Poultry, where ts to be had the firft’ Volume of 
the Athenian Caret, beginning March 17. and ending May 
3° 1591. (or fingle ones to this rime.) 

Jo this Supplement, and alfo in our Fir Volume is An- 
fwered many of the Ingenious Quettions lately fent us,and 
thofe abour Perjury, Pump-water, and others {hall ‘se An- 
fwer'd at the End of our fecond Volume. 
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